LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA

Vijaykrishna, this ideal realized itself. From the very
first, he was as sensitive to the sense of sin, as the pupil
of the eye is to a speck of dust ; and this consciousness of
sin has a very high value in the economy of high spiritual
life. Now that he attained to the plane of moral transcend-
ence, God's holines perfumed his entire being, and
naturally, as he returned from seclusion, he became the
wonder and admiration of all. Ramakrishna Parama-
hamsaji at this time became so very fond of Vijaykrishna
that once, while suffering from a severe ache in his limb,
he desired to have Vijaykrishna by his side and said that
his very presence would assuage his pain. A certain
Brahmo said to Paramahamsaji, "You live the higher life
of the spirit. The bodily organs are to you no fetters.
Why then do you suffer pain?" With a sweet smile,
Paramahamsaji at once replied, "You people cannot make
me forget my pain. Call in Vijay. I forget myself when
I see him/' When he saw Vijaykrishna for the first time
after the latter's return from Gay a, he greeted him with
open arms and then, in his characteristic tone of
transparent spontaneity and childlike simplicity, began a
parable. Two Sadhus once came to a town. One of them
stood in mute astonishment at the sight of the market,
the houses, and the shops dealing in various goods. After
a while, the one met the other. The latter said to the
former, "I first tried to secure a restmg-place, and having
placed my bag and baggage there, came out to see the
varied aspect of the town."   This simple parable was
highly suggestive to Vijaykrishna, and he embarked on a
voyage of amusing discovery. At another time, out of the
fulness of joy, he said, in a mood of radiant ecstasy, "My
heartiest congratulations to you, Vijay. Blessed you are.
The example you will give the world, living the life of an
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